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Artist and Composer Mark Kostabi was born in Los Angeles in 1960 to Estonian immigrants. He was raised in 
Whittier, California and studied drawing and painting at California State University, Fullerton. In 1982 he moved to 
New York and by 1984 he became a leading figure of the East Village art scene. During that time he also developed a 
provocative media persona by publishing self‐interviews that commented on the commodification of contemporary 
art. By 1987 his works were widely exhibited in New York galleries and prominently throughout the United States, in 
Japan, Germany and Australia. In 1988, inspiring extensive international press coverage, he founded Kostabi World ‐ 
his large New York studio known for openly employing numerous painting assistants and idea people. In 1996 be 
began dividing his time between New York and Rome and consequently his work's already strong presence in the 

Italian art scene was vigorously enhanced. 
 
Kostabi has designed album covers for Guns 'N' Roses (Use Your Illusion) and The Ramones (Adios Amigos), Jimmey 
Scott (Holding Back The Years), Seether (Holding on to Strings Better Left to Fray ), RK:  Roman Klun (Kingsway) and 
numerous products including a Swatch watch, limited‐edition vases, espresso cups, computer accessories and a Giro 

d'Italia pink jersey. 
 
Kostabi has performed music as a soloist and with other musicians including Ornette Coleman, Jerry Marotta, Tony 

Levin, Puccio Panettieri and Paul Kostabi. His compositions have also been performed independently by Rein Rannap, 
Kristjan Järvi, Maano Männi, Delilah Gutman and the Estonian National Symphony Orchestra. His CDs include I Did It 

Steinway, Songs For Sumera and New Alliance.  
 

Mark Kostabi released a new album, “The Spectre of modernism” in May 2011 produced by Grammy Nominee and 
multi‐platinum award winning RK: Roman Klun and featuring guest appearances by Ornette Coleman, Jerry Marotta, 

Tony Levin, Aaron Comess and Richard Hammond. 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